8                Letters to Somebody

Brinsley Norton, afterwards Lady Grantley, very well.
She was quite illiterate and not at all good-looking,
nor had she a good figure, but she had excellent quali-
ties and possessed much of that quiet dignity which
characterizes all the Italian agriculturists. She made
a faithful, patient wife and an excellent mother. In
point of fact, Mrs. Norton might well have fared worse
in regard to a daughter-in-law, for her son Brinsley
was somewhat abnormal.

My mother showed the young couple great kindness
and did much to appease the wrath of their mother.
As time went on Brinsley Norton was incessantly get-
ting into trouble with men, women and police and as
incessantly getting out of it,  entirely owing to my
father's and mother's efforts.   Mrs. Norton never forgot
their kindness to her son, and was, up to the last, a
devoted, helpful friend, not only to them, but later on
to me.   When I came to London I was very constantly
at her house In Chesterfield Street, and certainly she
was a most Interesting and attractive woman.   Up to
within a very few years of her death she retained her
beauty, which -was quite out of the common.   She had
an ungovernable temper, which she made little effort ta
control and which was at times almost terrifying; but
the outbursts were of short duration, and she was the
wannest-hearted of women.   In that "short duration,"
however,   she   sometimes   dispatched   some   cruelly
bitter  letters,   and  as  several   are  extant  and   give
a false  impression  of   her,   I   quote   the   following
one addressed to my father, which shows her at her
best: